86                 London Through Chinese Eyes.

indirectly encourage their employees to allure the public
to buy their goods by any form or manner of persuasion
or enticement*

The newsboy is just an innocent agent, who deserves
all encouragement* The sins of the sub-editors should
not be visited on his poor head* but his usefulness should
instead be duly recognised and appreciated* He has to
stand in the street corners in all sorts of weather in order
to be at hand to supply the reading public with reports
of the latest events of the world* Therefore* to buy the
papers from him is to help him to earn a larger commission
for his pains and thus enable him to earn a little more
money to improve his economic conditions* Who knows
whether the boy who sells papers to-day will not one day
become a successful financier or politician ? He has the
patience* the industry and the determination to succeed*
What he needs is simply capital and a fair chance to start
a career for himself* Therefore* by all possible means*
extend your helping hand to the newsvendor and* perhaps*
posterity may yet remember you with gratitude*

After the newsboy comes what may be called the civilized
beggar* and it is surprising to see the number of disguises
he may assume in this rdle. In the East the mendicant
openly solicits alms in the streets or temples* Here
there Js a noticeable absence of such brazen parasitism*
This* however* does not mean that there is no poverty
or destitution in England as elsewhere; in fact a visit
to the slums or outlying districts will soon dispel the
illusion* But it is true that beggars as such are not much
in evidence* although occasionally one may be accosted
by a derelict specimen in a suburban thoroughfare or
/country road*